ЗАДАНИЯ
первого (отборочного) этапа Всероссийской олимпиады по английскому языку для школьников «Донецкий полиглот»

1. Чтение и понимание текста (READING) (34 балла)

Part I 
You are going to read part of a blog on the Internet, where four people have sent in accounts of their earliest childhood memories. For questions 1-10, choose from the people A–D. The people may be chosen more than once.
Which person:
	has a memory that involved not having something in their room?
	1
	

	had their age at the time of the memory verified by someone?
	2
	

	has an upset early memory?
	3
	

	had the earliest first memory?
	4
	

	surprised a relative with their memory? 
	5
	

	remembers a parent working?
	6
	

	does not have clear and detailed early memories?
	7
	

	recognised something years later?
	8
	

	remembers a positive feeling?
	9
	

	remembers one season more than others?
	10
	



Memories of our childhood
Michael Richardson A
My earliest memory is of being held on someone’s lap on a porch swing in from of my great grandmother’s farm house. I was describing the memory once to my mother and I gave her a walkthrough of the house, the layout of the rooms and the memory of two bench swings facing each other on each side of the front door on the porch. My mum got kind of quiet and then called my grandmother to verify a date and told me that I was describing a house that was sold when I was 18 months old. I still have never seen a picture of the front of the house to verify for myself but I’ll take my grandmother’s word for it.

Mary O’Malley B
The first thing I recall must have happened right after my family moved to our second flat. I was somewhere between 18 months and 2 years old and had just gotten my first “grown-up bed” which I kept falling out of. Since we didn’t have one of those sire-rails so prevalent today, mom got creative and put the vinyl high back chairs around my bed like a fort. I woke up one morning to find myself slowly falling from the bed – the chairs pushing out away from me in slow-motion. I thought this was great fun to fall out of bed so slowly! I remember crawling (because I was sleepy and being silly not because I couldn’t walk) to find mom in her bright sunny room, working at her desk on some bills.

Martin Green C
The earliest thing I can remember is sitting in my crib, in a house we moved out of when I was about nine months old, and leaning to try to see my mother in the kitchen, right across from my door. That is the only clear memory I have from that house, but I have many from the one we lived in for the following year. Once when I was in my twenties I walked into a public place with my mother and stopped and said, “We used to have this tile in our kitchen.” She looked at it for a minute, then looked at me as if she was expecting it and said, “We moved out of that house before you were two”. I guess you get to know the floor pretty well when you’re only two feet tall!

Ann Clark D
I know a lot of people have clear memories of their early childhood. I don’t. Instead they are flashes of events over a period of time. Some of the events were major and some were minor. Despite my dislike for the sun they are all sun-drenched – I don’t have many memories of winter in my early years, and I’m not sure why that is. The first big memory I have does have a date attached: Christmas Day when I was six. We weren’t able to make our annual trip to the coast that year because of financial restraints, so we were watching the news on the TV. What I saw was horrible. A child standing by a destroyed house, clutching a doll, with tangled tinsel all around her. The night before Cyclone Tracy had destroyed 70 percent of a nearby town. I also remember the red cross vans going up our street getting donations, and the town hall where the donations were being collected. It seemed like the goods were piled to the roof. 

Part II
You are going to read a text about the popularity of the book The Lord of the Rings. For questions 11-17 choose the answer A, B, C or D which you think fits best according to the text.

The Book of the Century
A classic of our times or an escapist yarn? Although its popularity is unparalleled, some intellectuals dismiss The Lord of the Rings as boyish fantasy. Andrew O’Hehir defends Tolkien’s ‘true myth’ as a modern masterpiece, and attempts to discover the secret of its success.
	In January 1997, reporter Susan Jeffreys of the London Sunday Times informed a colleague that J.R.R. Tolkien’s epic fantasy The Lord of the Rings had been voted the greatest book of the 20th century in a readers’ poll conducted by Britain’s Channel 4 and the Waterstone’s bookstore chain. Her colleague responded: “What? Has it? Oh dear. Dear oh dear oh dear.”
Attitudes in America are arguably more relaxed about this kind of thing. No one from the American educated classes expressed much dismay when a 1999 poll of American online bookshop Amazon.com customers chose The Lord of the Rings as the greatest book not merely of the century but of the millennium. Tolkien’s book is so deeply ingrained in popular culture, after all, that a great many of today’s American academics and journalists probably still have those dogeared paperbacks they read avidly in eighth grade with their hallucinatory mid-1970s cover art, stashed somewhere in the attic.
Furthermore, members of the U.S. intelligentsia fully expect to have their tastes ignored, if not openly derided, by the public at large. To some American intellectuals it seems gratifying even touching that so many millions of readers will happily devour a work as complicated as The Lord of the Rings. Whatever one may make of it, it’s a more challenging read than Gone With the Wind (runner-up in the Amazon survey), not to mention Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s Stone (fifth place).
Hugely ambitious in scope, The Lord of the Rings occupies an uncomfortable position in 20th century literature. Tolkien’s epic poses a stern challenge to modern literature and its defenders. (Tolkien on his critics: “Some who have read the book, or at any rate have review it, have found it boring, absurd, or contemptible; and I have no cause to complain, since I have similar options of their works, or the kinds of writing that they evidently prefer”.) Yet The Lords of the Rings has enjoyed massive and enduring popularity. It would seem that Tolkien’s work supplied something that was missing among the formal innovations of 20th century fiction, something for which readers were ravenous. But what was it, and why was it important? 
Answering this question properly would probably require a book rather than an article. But it seems that the crux of the matter lies in Tolkien’s wholehearted rejection of modernity and modernism. This is what so powerfully attracts some readers, and just as powerfully repels others. In his book J.R.R. Tolkien Author of the Century, T.A. Shippey expands on this notion by arguing that Tolkien saw his realm of Middle-earth not as fiction or invention, but as the recovery of something genuine that had become buried beneath fragments of fairy tale and nursery rhyme.
However fanciful Tolkien’s creation of Middle-earth was, “Shippey writes, “he did not thing that he was entirely making it up. He was ‘reconstructing’, he was harmonizing contradictions in his source-texts, sometimes he was  supplying entirely new concepts (like hobbits), but he was also reaching back to an imaginative world which he believed had once really existed, at least in a collective imagination.”
The book is also deeply grounded in Tolkien’s linguistic expertise – he invented whole languages for his characters. Sometimes he became so absorbed in the creaton of languages, in fact, that he put the story itself aside for months or years at a time, believing he could not continue until some quandary or inconsistency in his invented realm had been resolved. But Tolkien’s immense intellect and erudition is not the source of his success; without his storytelling gift, The Lord of the Rings would be little more than a curiosity. And this gift seems to stem straight from his refusal to break from classical and traditional forms. 
Tolkien himself often spoke of his work as something ‘found’ or ‘discovered’, something whose existence was independent of him. It’s wise to tread lightly in this sort of interpretation, but it seems clear that he believed his work to be something given, something revealed, which contained a kind of truth beyond measure. As a result, his details have the weight of reality, linguistic and otherwise, and because of this his great sweep of story feels real as well; you might say that his imaginary castles are built with a certain amount of genuine stone. Other writers’ fantasy worlds are made up. Tolkien’s is inherited.  



11. When The Lord of the Rings was voted the greatest book of the 20th century,
A many Americans were annoyed.
B some people didn’t believe it.
C some people found the fact shocking.
D American academists disagreed.

12. It is implied in in the second paragraph that The Lord of the Rings
A is more popular in the States than in the UK.
B is taught in many schools throughout the world.
C is mainly appreciated by academics and journalists. 
D is mostly read by school children. 

13. What do we learn about Gone With the Wind?
A It was once more popular than the Lord of the Rings.
B It is seen as more challenging than The Lord of the Rings.
C It was voted one place behind The Lord of the Rings.
D. It is more touching than The Lord of the Rings.

14. What was Tolkien’s reaction to criticism of The Lord of the Rings?
A He felt it was unjustified 
B He wasn’t bothered by it.
C He couldn’t understand it.
D He partly agreed with it.

15. According to Shippey, Tolkien believed that the world he described 
A was full of unresolved contradictions.
B was completely accurate, historically.
C was imaginative but not purely fantasy.
D was as incredible as his sources.

16. Making up languages for The Lord of the Rings
A helped Tolkien to take the story forward.
B was more interesting to Tolkien than writing the story.
C was sometimes rather frustrating for Tolkien.
D resulted in lengthy interruptions to Tolkien’s writing.

17. According to the writer of the article, the details in Tolkien’s work
A are sometimes rather difficult to follow.
B make the story seem more realistic.
C include some modern elements.
D can be interpreted in many different ways. 

2. Письменная речь (WRITING) (30 баллов)

[bookmark: _Hlk160568928]Write an opinion essay on ONE of the following topics (220-250 words). 

1. Reading is getting less popular among teenagers: reasons and solutions
2. Should universities prioritize STEM over humanities in an increasingly tech-driven world?

3. Лексико-грамматический тест (USE OF ENGLISH) (20 баллов)
Part I
For questions 1-10 choose the correct options (A–C) to complete the text.

Another world: Finding solitude
Anyone looking for solitude (1) ………… find it in a 21st century city, but there are still (2) ………… of places one can be alone. In the 19th century, the American writer Henry Thoreau did an experiment in solitary living. He went to live on a patch of (3) ………… owned by his friend Ralph Waldo Emerson. Thoreau built a hut on the (4) ………… of Walden Pond. He spent over two years there and wrote a book, Walden, about his experiences. 
More recently, the Italian writer Paolo Cognetti left Milan and rented a shepherd’s hut near the mountains of Valle d’Aosta. There he lived for (5) ………… months, surrounded by (6) ………… scenery and (7) ………… noise besides the wind. While there, he took time to (8) ………… his life and think about what he (9) ………… do next. Like Thoreau, he wrote a book: The Wild Boy.
Few people are able to escape like Thoreau and Cognetti. The majority of us are lucky if we get a few days on a (10) ………… beach. But there will always be quiet places for those with the desire and resources to find them.

	1
	A is due to
	B will definitely
	C is unlikely to

	2
	A plenty
	B good deal
	C a lack

	3
	A track
	B woodland
	C scenery

	4
	A coastline
	B open space
	C banks

	5
	A a good deal of 
	B few
	C several

	6
	A incredible
	B precious
	C mighty

	7
	A the majority of
	B each
	C very little

	8
	A research
	B analyse
	C predict

	9
	A might
	B is going to
	C was due to

	10
	A coastline
	B deserted
	C woodland




Part II
For questions 11-20, read the text below. Use the word given in capitals at the end of some of the lines to form a word that fits in the gap in the same line. There is an example at the beginning (0).

	WORKING DOGS
Dogs have earned themselves a reputation over the centuries for being (0) extremely loyal. And here’s a little story which illustrates just how loyal they are. Just outside the country town of Gundagai, is a statue built to commemorate a dog  – a dog which sat waiting for his (11) ___________   to return to the spot where he’d left him. The story, which was (12) ___________   in a song, has it that the poor dog died waiting for his master five miles from Gundegai, which is where they built the statue. 
Because of their (13) ___________   and also their ability to learn practical skills dogs can be trained to do a number of very (14) ___________   jobs. Perhaps the most well-known of working dogs is the border collie sheep dog. Sheep dogs which work in unison with their masters need to be smart and obedient with a natural ability to herd sheep. Some farmers say that their dogs are so smart that they not only herd sheep, they can count them, too!
Another much-loved working dog is the guide dog, trained to work with the blind. Guide dogs, usually Labradors, need to be confident enough to lead their owner through traffic and crowds but they must also be of a gentle nature. It costs a great deal of money to train a dog for this very valuable work but the Guide Dog Associations in the UK, America and Australia receive no government (15) ___________   so all the money comes from donations.

Another common breed of work dog is the German shepherd. German shepherds make excellent guard dogs and are also very appropriate as search and rescue dogs working in disaster zones after earthquakes and avalanches. These dogs must be tough and (16) ___________   to cope with the arduous conditions of their work. And so that they can be sent anywhere in the world to assist in disaster relief operations, effective dogs and their trainers are now listed on an international (17) ___________ .
When you arrive at an airport here in Australia, you may be greeted in the baggage hall by a detector dog, wearing a little red coat bearing the words ‘Quarantine’. These dogs are trained to sniff out fresh fruit as well as meat and even live animals (18) ___________   in people’s bags. In order to be effective, a good detector dog must have an enormous food drive – in other words they must really love their food. At Sydney airport where there are ten detector dogs working full time, they stop about 80 people a month trying to bring (19) ___________   goods into the country. And according to their trainers, they very rarely get it wrong!
Another famous working dog is the husky. Huskies, which originally came from Siberia, have been used for decades as a means of transport on snow, particularly in Antarctica where they have played an important role. Huskies are well adapted to harsh conditions and they enjoy working in a team. But the huskies have all left Antarctica now because the International Treaty prohibits their use in the territory as they are not native animals. Many people were sad to see the dogs leave Antarctica as they had been vital to the early expeditions and earned their place in history along with the (20) ___________.
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4. Аудирование (LISTENING) (16 points)

Part I
Listen to an interview about travel and intercultural communication. Decide if the sentences 1-8 are true (T), false (F) or not stated (NS).
CULTURAL CROSSINGS
1. Stacey has lived in five countries.
2. Stacey’s parents are diplomats.
3. The German girl who Stacey spoke to was deliberately rude to her. 
4. In German the word “of course” is used for “yes”.
5. If a Russian person smiles at another Russian they don’t know, they may be seen as untrustworthy.
6. Stacey’s Korean friend was confused by people in the USA asking “How’re you doing?”
7. In the U.S. people look at you weird if you smile to greet them.
8. In Chinese, a common greeting can be translated as “Have you eaten?”

Part II
HOPES AND DREAMS 
Listen to four people talking about a dream or ambition. For sentences 9-16 decide which of the speakers (1-4) mentions the following? There may be more than one correct answer. 
9. developing a talent recognized by others
10. setting targets to achieve their goal
11. a problem with a life-work balance
12. disappointment at not realized a dream
13. working with other people
14. having to wait patiently to reach their goal
15. realizing there will be hard work ahead
16. being tested




7

