ЗАДАНИЯ
первого (отборочного) этапа Всероссийской олимпиады по английскому языку для школьников «Донецкий полиглот»

1. Чтение и понимание текста (READING) (33 балла)

Part I 
Read the text and mark the statements 1-7 as ‘true’ of ‘false’.

1. Animals can learn and remember, but their actions are mostly instinctive.
2. Humans are the only beings that can recognise themselves in a mirror.
3. Intelligence is solely about academic success and high IQ scores.
4. Emotional intelligence involves understanding and managing one's emotions.
5. The author believes that teaching emotional intelligence in schools is pointless.
6. Many successful individuals did not excel academically.
7. The text provides a clear definition of intelligence.

What makes someone intelligent?
Some people claim that only humans are truly intelligent. But what about animals – are they intelligent too? They can certainly learn and remember. However, many of their actions are instinctive, even though they may look intentional. Generally, animals cannot pass one crucial test of self-awareness – they are unable to identify themselves in a mirror.
In fact, we’re not really sure exactly what intelligence is and how to measure it. In the competitive job market, IQ scores and formal qualifications are used in the selection of employees, although many successful people did not actually do very well at school.
So how are education, intelligence and success connected? It is generally agreed that intelligence is all about the ability to learn, solve problems and be successful in life. But is there more to it than that? What about the role of emotions?
Successful people often show a high level of ‘emotional intelligence’. This is described as self-awareness – they can understand their feelings, organize and manage them. And above all, this understanding means they can motivate themselves, which seems to be the key to success.
So is there any point in teacher emotional intelligence in schools? It would seem that there is – if only we knew how.

8. In your opinion, how are education, intelligence and success connected? Write your answer in no more than five sentences. 

Part II
You are going to read a newspaper article about developments of global importance in the last century. For questions 9-14 choose the answer A, B, C or D which you think fits best according to the text.

A Century of Change

The 20th century was a time of remarkable change. In less than one hundred years, the population of our planet went from around 2 billion people to close to 6 – that’s right; almost treble the number of people live in the world today as did ten or so decades ago. And not only have our numbers exploded, but our lives have become more intertwined than even before. For most of human history, the different communities which existed lived in their own very small worlds – worlds inside a bigger world they knew little about. The only world that mattered was the one you could see in your immediate surroundings. Compare that situation with today, when even the poorest parts of sub-Saharan Africa can boast 43 television sets per thousand people. The world view is no longer limited to the horizon; it stretches across the planet. The global village is here. Now, let’s see how it came about.
The lessons of two world wars in quick succession signalled the dawning of a new age. Statesmen and women saw that the way forward lay in bringing the world closer together. World War Three was to be avoided at all costs, they said. It was believed that by making nations more interdependent the risk of conflict would be lessened as it would be in nobody’s interest to go to war then.
That desire to see the nations of the world united gave birth to the U.N. – the United Nations. The idea of the U.N. was to share power, responsibility and decision making for world affairs equally between all the members of the new global village, so it is the nearest thing we have ever had to a world government. The U.N. brings together officials from 193 member states. Their task is to preserve world peace and prevent conflict, but the dream never quite became a reality as this body has very little ‘real’ power – it just does a lot of talking.
Not long after the United Nations was founded, Europe started to play with the idea of uniting its own continent. After all, it was internal conflict there that had been the main cause of both world wars. Then, in 1957, the idea took shape; it started as the European Coal and Steel Community with six member states. Today, we know it as the E.U. or the European Unition – 28 countries, called member states, united in one large free trade area and committed to supporting each other in order to make Europe a safer, more secure and more prosperous place. 15 of those members have since gone a step further and created a single currency. The system is hardly perfect, but at least the members are working together and not trying to destroy each other anymore. Today, the Eurozone has 18 members.
But, for all the political movement that took place in the last century, there was a revolution more powerful, and yet more simple, that changed the world as we know it forever – and that was the dawn of the information age. First the television brought people from opposite sides of the globe into contact; then the internet made the world our living room. Technology was the most powerful tool for uniting people in the last century, and the first to create a truly global community.
Now we can communicate with people from different “tribes” in an instant; debate with them; learn from them; understand them; just chat with them if that’s all we want. But for all the change, have we made the world any better? There’s still a huge gap between the richest and the poorest nations; there’s still misunderstanding and conflict. We may be closer; we may live in a global village; maybe we’re getting there, but there’s still a lot more to do.

9. What does the writer mean by saying communities used to live in worlds inside a bigger world?
A. In the past people knew little about faraway places.
B. In the past people only cared about themselves. 
C. Most people didn’t travel very much in the past.
D. Most people cared about what was happening in the bigger world.

10. What changed after the experience of two world wars?
A. Politicians felt determined to prevent another world war.
B. Information technology brought the world closer together.
C. Nobody was interested in conflict anymore.
D. Nations wanted to become more independent.

11. What is suggested about the United Nations?
A. It keeps the world peaceful and conflict-free.
B. It will become a global government.
C. It doesn’t have a lot of meaningful influence.
D. It is controlled by a few big powers.

12. What does the phrase ‘took shape’ mean in the context of paragraph 4?
A. succeeded
B. developed
C. concluded
D. changed.

13. The arrival of new technology and the information age
A. seemed unimportant compared to the political changes taking place.
B. had a strong impact on the opposite side of the globe.
C. brought people together in a way that politicians could not.
D. saw people use the Internet a lot in the living rooms.

14. What does the writer’s tone in the final paragraph suggest?
A. He is satisfied with what has been achieved.
B. He is critical and pessimistic about the future.
C. He is confused and upset.
D. He is realistic about the situation. 

15. In your opinion, how will the 21st century be different from its predecessor? Write your answer in no more than five sentences. 

[bookmark: _Hlk62213952]2. Письменная речь (WRITING) (30 баллов)

Write an opinion essay on ONE of the following topics (120-180 words).

1. Benefits and dangers of artificial intelligence
2. Who in your family would you say had the most influence on you? Write about this, exploring any crucial events that illustrate that influence.

3. Лексико-грамматический тест (USE OF ENGLISH) (22 балла)

Part I
For questions 1-12 choose the correct options A-C to complete the anecdote.

Stormy weather
Since I was very young, I (1) ……….. the outdoors. As a ten-year-old, I read a lot of books about explorers and I was extremely (2) ……….. . I was happy wandering into the woods on my own, or exploring abandoned houses. (3) ……….. most children are (4) ……….. about the natural world, I was obsessed. I have one particular childhood (5) ……….. of a day with my grandfather. He was really (6) ……….. hiking and one day, when I was ten, he took me with him. The idea was (7) ……….. up a hill called Gomez Peak, and we needed to go at a good pace so (8) ……….. back by dinnertime. Unfortunately, we got caught in a storm. There was no escape. We tried (9) ……….. under a pine tree to stay dry, but it didn’t work; we got soaked. As we stood there, he kept trying (10)  ……….. me, saying, ‘It’s going to be OK.’ He thought I’d be (11) ……….. of all the noise and wind. But I wasn’t scared – I loved it. I’ll never forget (12) ……….. to the rain falling like drumbeats. To this day, I have never had so much fun in my life!

	1
	A have always been loving
	B always love
	C have always loved

	2
	A adventurous
	B ambitious
	C nervous

	3
	A While
	B Because
	C However

	4
	A terrified
	B keen
	C curious

	5
	A recall
	B memory
	C detail

	6
	A keen
	B passionate
	C into

	7
	A to go
	B going
	C by going

	8
	A as we were
	B that we are
	C as to be

	9
	A standing
	B stand
	C to stand

	10
	A comfort
	B comforting
	C to comfort

	11
	A fed up
	B terrified
	C not keen

	12
	A listen
	B to listen
	C listening



Part II
For questions 13-22, read the text below. Use the word given in capitals at the end of some of the lines to form a word that fits in the gap in the same line. There is an example at the beginning (0).
 

	THE SPIRIT BEAR

One in ten black bears is (0) actually born with a white coat, which is the result of a special gene that surfaces in a few. Local people have named it ‘the spirit bear’. And according to the legends of these communities, its (13) ___________ fur brings with it a special power. Because of this, it has always been highly regarded by them – so much that they do not speak of seeing it to anyone else. It is their way of protecting it when (14) ___________ visit the area.
The white bear’s habitat is quite interesting. The bear’s strong relationship with the old- growth rainforest is a complex one. The white bear relies on the huge centuries-old trees in the forest in many ways. For example, the old-growth trees have (15) ___________ long roots that help prevent erosion of the soil along the banks of the many fish streams. Keeping these banks intact is important because these streams are home to salmon, which are the bear’s main food source. In return, the bear’s feeding habits nurture the forest. As the bears eat the salmon, they discard the skin and bones in great amounts on the forest floor, which provide vital nutrients. These produce lush vegetation that sustains thousands of other types of life forms, from birds to insects and more.
Today, the spirit bear lives off the coast of the province of British Columbia on a few islands. There is great concern for their (16) ___________ since it is estimated that less than two hundred of these white bears remain. The best way to protect them is to make every effort to preserve the delicate balance of their forest environment – in other words, their (17) ___________.
The (18) ___________ threat to the bear’s existence is the loss of its habitat. Over many years, logging companies have stripped the land by cutting down a large number of trees. In addition, they have built roads which have fractured the areas where the bear usually feeds, and many hibernation sites have also been lost. The logging of the trees along the streams has damaged the places where the bears fish. To make matters worse, the number of salmon in those streams is declining because there is no legal limit on (19) ___________ at the moment.
All these influences have a negative impact on the spirit bear’s very existence, which is made all the more fragile by the fact that reproduction among these bears has always been disappointingly low.
And so, what’s the situation going forward? Community organisations, (20) ___________ groups and the British Columbia government are now working together on the problem.
The government is now requiring logging companies to adopt a better logging method, which is a positive step. However, these measures alone may not be sufficient to (21) ___________ a healthy population of the spirit bear in the future.
Other steps also need to be taken. While it is important to maintain the spirit bear’s habitat, there also needs to be more emphasis on its (22) ___________. The move is justified as it will also create space for other bears that are losing their homes
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[bookmark: _Hlk159760325]4. Аудирование (LISTENING) (15 баллов)

Part I
Listen to the podcast about friendship apps. For questions 1-5 choose the correct answers (A, B or C).

1. Addy chose to use a friendship app because
A he had a colleague who’d recommended it.
B he wanted to meet people similar to himself.
C he was unable to find friends at local clubs.

2. Addy believes that the best way to find a match is to look for people
A from a different culture to you.
B of a similar character to you.
C with similar passions to you.

3. Addy liked the first app he used because it allowed him
A to build connections in his area.
B to meet up with an old friend.
C to use his regular social media page.

4. Making friends with other music lovers
A meant he was more comfortable when attending an event.
B gave him a chance to discover new music that he liked.
C allowed him to become part of a band himself.

5. Addy would recommend using friendship apps to people who
A have found themselves in a similar situation to him.
B are in a hurry to form new friendships. 
C want to expand their current friendship circle. 

Part II
Listen to a woman talking about entrepreneurs. Decide if the sentences 6-15 are true (T) or false (F).
YOUNG BUSINESS
6. New technology has cut the barriers that previously discouraged people from setting up a business. 
7. Nowadays a company doesn’t have to employ a lot of people. 
8. Nick D’Aloisio became a millionaire when he was 18.
9. Amanda Hocking didn’t go through a traditional publisher to market her books.
10. The speaker suggests that most investments from banks in the past went to older, wealthy businessman.
11. D’Aloisio’s first investors chose him because he was young and had potential. 
12. Kickstarter investors buy a share of the company. 
13. Projects advertised on Kickstarter aim to make a profit. 
14. The majority of Kickstarter projects get no investment.
15. Hocking is an example of recovering from failure.
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